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State Water Resources Control Board

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Imperial Irrigation District Petition for Modification of Revised Water Rights
Order 2002-13

Dear Messrs. Howard and Lauffer:

Enclosed please find a Petition for Modification of Revised Water Rights Order 2002-13,

which the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) is filing today with the State Water Resources

Control Board. A check with payment of the filing fee of $6,153 is included, as is a separate
check for $850 made payable to the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

IID is filing this petition in an effort to start a collaborative process to ensure restoration
of the Salton Sea and prevent a looming environmental and public-health crisis at the Sea and in
the Imperial and Coachella valleys. To date, the State of California has not fulfilled its
statutory commitment to restore the Salton Sea—a commitment that the Legislature undertook in
order to facilitate the negotiation and signing of the Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA).

In Revised WRO 2002-13, the Board approved the long-term water transfers envisioned by
the QSA, conditioned upon the implementation of certain mitigation measures that would

provide temporary relief from the effects of the transfers while the State’s broader restoration
work was carried out. The Board retained continuing authority to revisit the matter as

circumstances warranted.
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This petition asks the Board to revisit the matter because it is warranted to require the
State to fulfill its statutory commitment to restore the Salton Sea as an added condition of the
QSA transfers. In the 12 years since Revised WRO 2002-13, the State has made scant progress
toward performance of that commitment. This inaction already has had significant
environmental and public-health impacts for the people of the Imperial and Coachella valleys,
and those impacts will only accelerate when deliveries of mitigation water end in 2017. [ID
submits this petition requesting that the Board exercise its statutory and continuing authority to
revisit Revised WRO 2002-13.

As set forth in detail in the body of the petition, IID asks that the Board initiate a
collaborative dialogue, involving workshops and status conferences, among the QSA parties, the
Salton Sea Authority member agencies, and other key stakeholders, with the objective of
building consensus around a restoration and funding plan that can be implemented immediately.
Given the urgency of the situation at the Salton Sea, IID requests that the Board notice and
schedule a public hearing for no more than nine months from today’s date, at which time the
Board may assess the results of that collaborative dialogue and receive legal and factual
submissions regarding restoration of the Sea as a condition of the QSA transfers. The Board
should then issue an order modifying Revised WRO 2002-13 and requiring the State to fulfill its
commitment to restore the Sea as a condition of the QSA transfers.

I1D looks forward to working cooperatively with the other QSA parties, key stakeholders,
and Board staff to craft a workable solution that averts the looming environmental and public-
health crisis at the Salton Sea and in the Imperial and Coachella valleys, and that promotes
stability and sound water policy in California during this time of drought.

Very truly yours,

nald L. Olson

RLO:bap

Enclosure

25122932.1
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DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT

DOWNEY |BR AN D THE ATTACHED CHECK IS IN PAYMENT OF ITEMS DESCRIBED BELOW.
WEB - G ATTORNEYS Lf IF NOT CORRECT PLEASE NOTIFY US PROMPTLY. NO RECEIPT DESIRED.
- General Account
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